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YIA RAID DBLIVIRY

Ms. Donna R. Searcy
Secretary
Federal Communications communication
1919 M Street, N.W. - Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

-, Re: Oral ~presentation
No. 92-235

#'

Dear Ms. Searcy:

(202) 434-4136

RECEIVED

MAY 2 1 1993

Made in PR Docket

Pursuant to the requirements of section 1.1206(a) (2) of the
Commission's Rules and Regulations, enclosed please find an
original and one (1) copy of the outline of an oral Ex Parte
presentation made today on behalf of the Montana Power Company by
the undersigned to the Chief of the Private Radio Bureau. This
presentation addressed the Commission's proposals concerning the
refarming of private land mobile radio spectrum in the frequency
bands below 512 MHz as set forth in the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making in the above-referenced docketed proceeding.

A copy of the outline of
already been furnished to Mr.
Bureau.

this oral Ex Parte presentation has
Ralph A. Haller, Chief of the

Kindly direct to the undersigned any questions you may have
concerning this presentation.

vez:;;:?s.
Carole C. Harris

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Ralph A. Haller
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MONTANA POWER COMPANY

May 21, 1993

I. Issue: Refarming docket advances proposals aimed at
relieving large urban area spectrum congestion in the shared
frequency bands below 800 MHz. These concerns are not
relevant in the nation's remote and rural areas. Clear
channels are available in Montana. If Refarming proposal is
adopted as is, the costs imposed on Montana Power Company
will far outweigh any benefits. MPC supports LMCC Consensus
Plan, which if implemented, presents gradual change to
narrower bandwidths, and offers the option of more realistic
ERP/HAAT levels that take into account required service area
radii, or permitting the submission of coverage contours
demonstrating that power conforms with need to meet service
area coverage requirements.

II. Dimensions: MPC service area covers 75% of Montana, the
nation's fourth largest state. Rural, remote nature of
service area intensifies Company's dependence on mobile and
fixed radio networks operating in bands affected by the
Refarming proposal to meet critical electric and gas
distribution requirements.

A. Equipment Concerns: Reduction in frequency deviation
is not the easy step contemplated by the Notice. Can
be operationally devastating to hand-held portable
communications and paging systems. Company estimates
approximately $963,000 cost for frequency deviation
changeout. Cost of replacing 450 MHz fixed SCADA links
with new equipment or with 928/952 MHz MAS equipment
would be an additional $820,000.

B. Power/HAAT Concerns: Proposal does not take into
account service area radius requirements, which are
critical to utility operations. Power of most MPC
stations can only be reduced 50-70%, not enough to meet
the proposed standard in a mountainous environment
where HAAT is often at the 2000-foot level. Power
reductions, if implemented, would have devastating
impact on system coverage, requiring construction of an
additional 40 antenna sites (difficult task given
environmental consciousness of federal/state/local
agencies) to achieve desired coverage. Cost impact of
overcoming negative impact of power/HAAT reductions
will be approximately $1,316,000.



C. Total coat impact of Refar.aing proposal approximately
83.099.000.

D. Exclusive Use Overlay: Imposing a loading requirement
on applicants/licensees such as MPC in rural areas may
not be necessary; lack of congestion.

III. Solutions: Short of exempting Montana Power and entities
serving similarly situated rural areas from the Refarming
concept, MPC could support the LMCC Consensus Plan as a
workable alternative. Permit rural area
applicants/licensees to take advantage of the Exclusive Use
Overlay without having to meet the 20% loading standard.

Implementation of LMCC Consensus Plan is workable
alternative. "Plan A" gradual approach to 150 MHz band
equipment is preferred. Providing applicants/licensees the
IISafe Harbor ll ERP/HAAT permissible combinations Table based
on service area requirements is reasonable. MPC notes that
LMCC IISafe Harbor" plan would permit entities requiring
height/power combinations in excess of the table value to
submit coverage contours showing that power requested
correlates to the need to cover required service area.


